
H
O

W
 CAN

 I H
ELP? 

• 
Use native vegetation and reduce turf 
grass by increasing native w

ildflow
ers and 

grasses.  
 • 

Soil test before you apply fertilizers. Use 
low

 or no-phosphorus fertilizers. 
 • 

Capture and reuse rainw
ater to control 

storm
w

ater runoff. 
 • 

Dispose of pet w
aste properly in the trash 

or toilet (not onsite septic system
s).  

 • 
W

ash your car on the law
n instead of 

pavem
ent.  

 • 
M

aintain all vehicles to elim
inate leaks  

and spills.  
 • 

Recycle and dispose of household       
chem

icals properly (m
otor oil, household 

cleaners, paint, etc.)  
 • 

Com
post leaves and law

n clippings to keep 
them

 out of the storm
 drains w

hich choke 
our creeks w

ith too m
uch organic m

aterial, 
depriving them

 of vital oxygen. 
 • 

Leave a riparian buffer along w
aterw

ays. 
 • 

Rem
em

ber to get your 310 perm
it anytim

e 
you are altering vegetation along the creek. 

 • 
Be involved in a w

atershed organization! 
 

Learn m
ore       

about your local        
S

torm
w

ater U
tility! 

1345 W
. Broadw

ay St 
M

issoula, M
T 59802 

Phone: (406) 552-6357 
Em

ail: storm
w

ater@
ci.m

issoula.m
t.us 

 
W

ho are w
e? 

• 
W

orks w
ithin the Public W

orks & M
obility Departm

ent 
• 

Uses 6 M
inim

um
 Control M

easures (M
CM

s) to       
m

anage the M
S4 program

 - one of them
 is Public  

Education & Outreach 
• 

Enforces and controls pollutants from
 sources such   

as vehicles, streets, and construction  
 

3550 M
ullan Rd, Suite 106 

M
issoula, M

T 59808 
Phone: (406) 303-3427 

Em
ail: m

issoulacd1946@
gm

ail.com
 

 
W

ho are w
e? 

• 
A subdivision of the state of M

ontana, governed by  
elected and appointed supervisors, and                 
staffed by ecologists 

• 
Provides technical advice to landow

ners regarding   
stream

bank stabilization, grazing, and conservation 
• 

Issues required 310 perm
its for projects near 

stream
s per M

ontana’s Natural Stream
bed and  

Land Preservation Act 
 

M
issoula C

on
servation

 D
istrict 

301 W
. Alder St 

M
issoula, M

T 59802 
Phone: (406) 258-4890 

Em
ail: w

aterquality@
m

issoulacounty.us 
 

W
ho are w

e? 
• 

Created in 1993 by the City of M
issoula and the     

M
issoula Board of County Com

m
issioners  

• 
Sam

ples m
onitoring w

ells and stream
s throughout    

the valley 
• 

Conducts w
ater quality research and enforces       

w
ater quality law

s 



 Rattlesnake Creek  
 Flow

s for 26 m
iles and drops over 5,000 feet in elevation until it reaches 

dow
ntow

n M
issoula. Its headw

aters originate from
 a designated W

ilderness 
area w

ith glacial lakes, diverse plants, and abundant w
ildlife. It is very      

popular for hiking and m
ountain biking. Som

e of its riparian areas          
are in the process of being restored since the rem

oval of the                       
Low

er Rattlesnake Dam
. 

W
hat is a riparian area? 
The corridor along a        

stream
bank w

ith diverse      
vegetation that supports bank 
stability, filters pollutants, and 

provides habitat 

  
Storm

w
ater  

Is rainw
ater or m

elted snow
 that runs off streets, law

ns, 
and other sites. As storm

w
ater runoff flow

s, it picks up 
and carries aw

ay pollutants, depositing them
 into creeks, 

rivers, and groundw
ater. This 

nonpoint source pollution is 
the num

ber one cause of  
w

aterw
ay im

pairm
ent in      

M
ontana. Only 2.5%

 of    
Rattlesnake Creek w

atershed 
is com

prised of developed 
land and it is one of the only  

unim
paired w

aterw
ays in  

M
issoula. This urban area has 

over 290 storm
w

ater 
drains installed w

ithin the 
w

atershed and over a m
ile of 

pipe to help drain the area.  
 

W
hat is a               

storm
w

ater drain? 
Infrastructure that drains 
excess rain and snow

m
elt 

runoff from
 im

pervious 
surfaces such as streets, 

parking lots, and       
sidew

alks 
 

The confluence of            
Rattlesnake Creek and the 
Clark Fork River is w

here 
the tw

o w
aterbodies 

m
erge. This is know

n by 
the Salish as the “Place of 

Sm
all Bull Trout.” 

Potential W
ater  

Im
pairm

ents   
 

                 nutrients: 
                 nitrogen &  
                 phosphorus 

        
 tem

perature, 
alteration in  
vegetation, 

sedim
entation 

Rattlesnake Creek is hom
e to the  

federally threatened bull trout. 

The Rattlesnake    
Reservoir w

as the 
City’s original 

source of drinking 
w

ater. In 2020, the 
D

am
 w

as rem
oved 

to restore the creek 
and im

prove public 
safety. 

This area holds glacial 
lakes that feed into the 

creek. Several have their 
ow

n dam
s that affect 

their ecological functions 
and need to be either  

rem
oved or rehabilitated. 


